
	 Then you will know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. (John 8:32)

For more about what Christ’s death and resurrection means for you, visit:
http://www.gotquestions.org/way-of-salvation.html
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The times of  
ignorance God 

overlooked, but now 
he commands all 

people everywhere 
to repent 

Acts 17:30 

If  Jesus loves us
how could he talk of  hell?

SURE AS HELL

HELL IS OFFENSIVE
Only rock and roll singers can talk about hell 
and still be cool. Are you sure your culture 
doesn’t have anything to do with your 
revulsion of hell? Shouldn’t we understand the 
background and purpose of hell before we 
decide it’s a wacky, fanatic idea? Can’t God 
just forgive though? What is forgiveness 
anyway?

Continued on Page 2

NOT A LIFESTYLE BUT A HEARTSTYLE
Sin is not merely a breaking rules problem. 
Sin is an essence problem. Time for a heart 
check.

Continued on Page 5

GOD IS LOVING
A look at how God’s holy love demands him 
to get mad at evil and judge sin justly. If Jesus 
was such a nice guy, why all the rules, and why 
was he so graphic about Hell? 

Continued on Page 3

How can a loving 
God send people to 
Hell? Why can’t he 
just leave us alone?

Issue No. Three For more: bethinking.org

Does Hell make sense? How could it be real?

They get mail in Hell... Norway? Wasn’t Hell warmer? On the road to Hell? U-turn now.

http://www.gotquestions.org/way-of-salvation.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/way-of-salvation.html
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In the western world, the 
teaching on hell is probably one of 
the most often mentioned among 
objections and hang-ups to belief in 
Jesus as who he said he was. Even 
many Christians,  myself included, 
have expressed doubts because of the 
hardness of  Biblical teaching on hell.

Hell is an often caricatured, often 
referenced place even today. I 
wouldn’t say we’re fascinated by it 
exactly, rather the opposite. But 
sometimes  we’re enamored by the 
fantasy of it as a home for demons 
and devils and perhaps rock stars. 
Other times we’re just ignorant of it 
even as we speak of it ironically. You 
may be saying even now, “I sure as 
hell don’t!” So with all these horror 
movies, cartoons, and comic book 
concepts about Hell, is  there really 
any doubt why people think it is a 
myth? We’ve become so awash in the 
fiction of it,  the protester’s hostility 
on his picket-sign, the various legends 
from different parts of the world, and 
t h e p o p u l a r w o r d - o f - m o u t h 
denunciations of straw-men versions 
of  it that the truth gets lost.

THEN WHAT IS HELL?
Hell, according to Jesus, is a 

prison of eternal torment in the 
afterlife for the purpose of punishing 
those who rejected God during their 
lifetimes (Rev 14:11, Luke 16:19-31).  
It is described as a second death, but 
doesn’t end a person’s consciousness.  
Referencing the city garbage dump 

Gehenna (which translates as  hell), 
Jesus quotes  Isaiah to explain hell as a 
place “where their worm does not 
die, and the fire is  not quench-
ed” (Mark 9:48).  In the end, 
everyone, even those sent to hell, will 
have to admit that God is just and 
right to do so because the full ugliness 
of sin will be seen. This  brings up all 
sorts of other questions. For starters, 
what is sin? Why is it so ugly? How 
can a loving God demand unceasing 
punishment for it? Can’t he just 
forgive the ones that were ignorant?

A HEART PROBLEM
Let’s take the sin and forgiveness 

questions first. First of all, sin isn’t 
just the breaking of any little (or big) 
rule God thought to put down in 
stone thousands of years ago. It’s 
essential to know fully about the mess 
that we’re in especially since we are 
seeking to be distracted from it.  Sin is 
a fact of life that few people will deny. 
All,  even those who’ll say morals are 
illusory, will admit they have many 
bad faults.  Most of us however, 
perhaps all of us, work hard to make 
ourselves look better and forget, 
diminish, or justify our mistakes.  We 
try not to think too much about the 
consequences of it all. This  is  pride, 
which seems to be the source of all 
other sins. 

All humans are infected with 
huge doses  of pride and self-
centeredness.  In fact, pride is the 
great sin that was said to be Satan’s 

downfall, so I guess that makes  us 
satanic.  When we make ourselves the 
center of our world, spirituality, and 
universe, we consequently reject and 
rebel against God’s rightful place as 
our center. He made us after all, and 
he has the right to say what we were 
made for,  even to un-make us if he so 
desired. 

Fortunately for us, God is good 
in the purest sense of the word and so 
also trustworthy. The Bible states he 
makes  it rain on the righteous and on 
the unrighteous and that his  kindness 
is  meant to draw us to turn away 
from the sin of “my way” and toward 
“His way.” If we do, he is faithful to 
change our hearts  so that we’ll start 
to desire the right things. More on his 
love and grace later,  but about this 
sense of goodness  of heart, God’s got 
the only pure heart. We’re admittedly 
stained and stuck on ourselves. 
Because we see everyone in the same 
mess, we tend to look upon it as  not 
such a serious thing, but that just adds 
to our stain. We have to judge sin by 
God’s measuring stick if we’re to 
know it correctly. To a pure, good 
God even our righteous acts must 
look like garbage. Sin is not just an 
action problem then, it is  mainly a 
heart problem, the heart of rebellious 
pride. We’re all sinful, not simply 
because we act that way, but because 
our hearts are hard so we act that 
way. 

Similarly, God is good and so He 
acts that way. Out of his  good nature 

“It is better for you to enter life lame than 
with two feet to be thrown into hell.” -Jesus

COULD A FAIR-PLAYING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL? HE’D BETTER.



TRUTH SEEKERS!  PAGE3

his rules sprout. Let’s consider the 
relationship of morals to God for a 
moment. Objective morality exists so a 
moral law giver (i.e. God) must exist 
because we can’t give objective morality to 
ourselves (that would be subjective). If the 
rules  were above God, then who gave God 
those rules? On the other hand, if the rules 
were just arbitrarily assigned whims of God 
any time he pleases then that seems silly. 
What then? God’s nature being goodness, 
out blossomed the rules  which He says  we’d 
follow naturally if we were good too (even if 
they were never carved in stone), but we 
obviously aren’t so (as John Stott puts  it) we 
have locks, police, armies,  ticket booths, 
ticket takers, and take all kinds of other 
precautions because we know not to trust in 
most people. Even those people then who 
are trustworthy and do “good” works live as 
though they’re better than those that aren’t 
so good at keeping rules; and therefore, 
their good works  are stained black by their 
pride. What a mess! 

Our sin then is an active rebellion 
against God’s good nature! The Bible says 
that if we live by the law and break one 
command, we’re held responsible for 
breaking all of it, because we just rejected 
God’s authority which came out of his good 
heart. Even worse than a daughter slapping 
his father in the face for telling her to sit 
down at the dinner table is a creature 
claiming he knows better than her Creator.

Another clue to the ugliness  of sin and 
to how the world isn’t how it should be is 
the dilemma Paul the apostle describes. I 
think everyone can relate! The good I ought 
to do, I don’t. And the bad I don’t want to 
do, I do (Romans 7:15). Even if you think of 
your to-do lists everyday that go undone, 
you can relate with this one. What a 
desperate condition! It’s bad enough that 

we all know we’re proud and selfish, but if 
so why can’t we even do the good that we 
want to do? And why would we do the bad 
that disgusts  us? Perhaps  because our hearts 
are dead set against seeking God until 
perhaps we get into a mess that’s beyond 
our control. What fair-
weather friends we are! 
Not only do we fail to live 
up to goals we set for 
ourselves,  but we also 
refuse to accept any other 
agenda for our lives but 
our own. We’ll let God 
have our destiny only if he 
lets  us choose the destiny 
we like best. We want to be 
the god of  our own destiny.

BUT GOD FORGIVES RIGHT?
The next question people ask is “Why 

can’t God just forgive? Why would Jesus 
have to die?” Some have even gone so far as 
to describe it as “divine child abuse”. God 
did just forgive,  through stepping into 
creation as a man (Jesus) and dying on the 
cross as just punishment for our sins so that 
we don’t have to be under God’s anger 
anymore. Jesus had to die (even Jesus asked 
if there were any other way and there 
wasn’t. Matt 26:42) because God is  not only 
loving, but also perfectly just.  So if he is 
just, he (thankfully) won’t let wrongs  against 
him (and humanity) go unpunished. His 
love,  however, caused him to make a way, 
through his unearned grace displayed on 
the cross.  You see, forgiveness is costly. It 
always is.

Forgiveness never just happens. It is 
a lways ( i f g iven) g iven by tak ing 
responsibility for the loss.  If the school bully 
hits  you,  and though you are bigger and 
stronger than he is  you boldly turn the 

But I will warn 
you whom to fear: 

fear him who, 
after he has killed, 
has authority to 

cast into hell. Yes, 
I tell you, fear 

him! 
-Jesus of  Nazereth

(Luke 12:5)

The Ugliness of  Sin

We love to point to those who look more sinful than we are.
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other cheek, you’ll pay the cost of 
forgiveness in at least one bruised cheek. If 
someone breaks your toy, but you forgive 
them, you still have a broken toy. The cost 
may not seem like much in everyday cases, 
but it is there.  The most severe crimes can 
carry the penalty of death. Now consider 
the cost of forgiving a truly terrible, eternal 
sin . . .

WHY IS THE VERDICT ETERNAL?
When you run over someone’s dog 

accidentally in some instances the family 
could make you pay in damages. When you 
run over someone’s daughter accidentally, 
you pay a much higher price as the victim is 
far more precious. If you intentionally killed 
her, the stakes are yet higher. The highest 
crime against a community is treason 
because it has the possibility of putting the 
most people in danger. Now we’re talking 
perhaps millions or billions of eternal, 
precious souls  at stake, so the punishment 
could be death. Let’s take another example. 
If you call and threaten to hurt me, I might 
be able to get a restraining order put on 
you.  If you call and threaten to hurt the 
President (a higher authority than me), then 
you’re going to get a very quick and harsh 
response from the secret service. Why 

wouldn’t a crime be all the worse against an 
eternal, infinitely precious, sovereign God? 

You could hardly blame parents for the 
anger they’d feel at a cold-blooded murder 
of their son. Still greater would the anger 
be if a son had murdered his father. How 
much more cause would there be for 
righteous  wrath if the crime were against 
the creation’s Creator? With the crime’s 
severity in view and the gut knowledge that 
justice is good, we can just begin to see 
through our pride-blinds to the offenses 
we’re stacking against our Most Holy God. 
We also have the gut knowledge that we’d 
like to receive grace. If we’re the ones on 
the stand, we’d want the judge to be lenient. 

So taking the cost of forgiveness for 
eternal crimes  against an infinite, holy God, 
Jesus steps  through the suffering for the joy 
that was  set before him knowing that our 
future will be with him if we’ve thrown our 
lot in with him and accepted his  payment of 
the verdict in our stead. Now, what is  the 
fate of those who’ve heaped up an infinite 
punishment for themselves and yet still bite 
the nail-scarred hand that paid for it? How 
can that more terrible, infinite sin be 
dismissed? Will there be another sacrifice? 
No. They’ve just re-damned themselves. 
God’s just wrath on them is now doubly 
deserved. Perhaps another reason why the 

“We all want 
justice until it 

might happen to 
us. We all want 

grace and mercy 
until it might 
happen to our 

enemy.”

Symbolic of  the coming Apocalypse, a tornado can act as a finger of  God’s judgement from the sky. Will you rage or repent? The verdict is in.
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For more on Hell (by pastor Tim Keller):
http://www.redeemer.com/news_and_events/articles/the_importance_of_hell.html

sin would be eternally punishable is 
people in Hell do not cease to exist. 
Like Satan,  they keep on sinning and 
raging against God.

GOSPEL TRUTH
So what is a damned sinner to 

do? First of all, turning away from 
the sin and asking God to have mercy 
would be a wonderful start. Facing 
the hard truth rather than staying in 
denial is always a better option. In 
this  case, breaking through the denial 
puts us  in an infinitely more positive 
situation. Though one may feel 
reluctant,  that reluctance to belief is 
clearly poison. Nevertheless, knowing 
that doesn’t make it any easier,  it just 
makes  it all the more urgent. If you 
have not received Christ,  you are now 
facing a dilemma of life and death 
proportions and your soul is battling 

itself in spite of the evidence and the 
availability to search it out.

Pray to God that the Spirit of 
truth will speak to your soul about 
Jesus. Pray that you’ll search it out as 
you should since these truth claims 
are not extraordinary hype, but they  
demand something of you if they are 
in fact true. The existence of Santa  
or even Niagra Falls has  no bearing 
on your life and how it should be 
lived or even on your eternal soul. 
The existence of God, and all of the 
many evidences and clues that point 
toward him (not the least of which is 
the resurrection of Jesus), does. It’s 
popular to say “the truth hurts,” but 
few of us care to struggle with these 
kinds  of truths. Wouldn’t it be true if 
there is a grand narrative over which 
all things exist that some of it would 
seem wonderful to us and other parts 
would seem offensive or foreign? To 

think otherwise implies that we 
already know everything.

The fact that Jesus warned 
people of hell forces us  to decide 
whether Jesus  was a freak or really 
God incarnate, and it’s far from a 
question to elicit a mere opinion. We 
have things to go on if we would 
search them out. The facts  that such 
terrible news  about our condition 
(which we can see is true) and about 
our destination if we don’t receive 
forgiveness of that sin, reveal the 
radical, self-giving love of God’s 
personal sacrifice to redeem his 
creations. Without the bad news, we 
would be too corrupt to understand 
the good news. But it is crucial to 
understand both for dozens  of 
reasons. God had mercy on you. How 
will you respond? In self-sufficient 
doubt? Or in fearful respect and a 
teachable heart?

So tell me the good news! 
HELL MAKES JESUS’ LOVE EVEN MORE RADICAL.

There is a way out, but it was frightfully costly. Don’t settle for metaphorical opinions on it. Find out the truth about it. Jesus’ resurrection sparked explosive faith.

http://www.redeemer.com/news_and_events/articles/the_importance_of_hell.html
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