
What about those whose only crime is to never hear of Jesus?
Why should they go to hell? That makes no sense!

This is a common, perplexing question to many seekers and even some Christians. It is 
also used like a weapon by those who are hostile to Jesus. Does the gospel offer a 
reasonable answer to this? Letʼs take this jagged question a step at a time. There are a 
number of assumptions that the questioner is making all at once in order for the 
question to remain valid. We are being asked to sympathize with decent people who 
have no chance at salvation according to what Jesus said about being “the way the 
truth and the life.” One of the assumptions asserts that a missionary or other believer 
must be the one to carry the message. In fairness that bears close resemblance to 
Christianity, but it has never been a Christian teaching that God cannot speak for 
himself if he so desires. Another assumption is humans can live a righteous enough life 
to warrant being Godʼs roommate in eternity (and thus assumes sin to be a small, finite 
thing for the majority of “civilized” people rather than an infinite-sized rejection and even 
hatred of God by a sinful people). This also does not match up to the Judeo-Christian 
understanding of the weight of sin and the holiness of God. The question even assumes 
the unfortunate unreached person lives a life of seeking after God. Finally, it assumes 
that God cannot be trusted to play fair, so the creature becomes the judge of the 
Creator. 

The answer to this question is actually to understand the gospel message. When we 
ask this question, it shows we donʼt yet know the God of the Bible well, nor ourselves. 
We havenʼt come to grips with who he has taught us he is and who he has taught us we 
are, and our doubts can become so strong that we would rather believe them over God. 
Whoʼs perspective might be clearer though? Ours? Or Godʼs? God has made his case 
in the Bible. Even if we werenʼt yet convinced God has spoken through the Bible, we 
could at least take it from the stand-point of getting a Christian answer for a question 
about Christianity rather than making up a straw-man Jesus to beat on. Granted, there 
are numerous strains of Christianity, but orthodox or evangelical Christianity (as it was 
passed down through the apostles) is the basic for all legitimate strains. Those picking 
and choosing from the Bible have already compromised themselves and canʼt possibly 
give a coherent, trustworthy answer since the Bible itself claims to be the authority. How 
can we pick and choose authoritatively about what is already authoritative? The Bible 
isnʼt to be progressed from or added to because itʼs either true as a whole or false. So 
understanding that, letʼs test these assumptions with the Bible. If they fit, then it should 
be a fair criticism of the faith, but if they donʼt, then the question unravels itself.



Basically Good People or Children of Wrath?

Who is blameless enough or righteous enough to get into Godʼs good graces? 
According to the Bible, no one. God makes all sorts of lovely promises that for anyone 
who seeks will find him and the humble person who calls to him he will answer, but 
unfortunately heʼs still looking for those kinds of people and hasnʼt found them. The 
problem with humanity is that weʼre lethally proud and love to love ourselves rather than 
God. That, according to the Bible, is sin and that is why everyone deserves punishment 
and separation from God.

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged 
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:

   “None is righteous, no, not one;
     no one understands;
      no one seeks for God.
   All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
      no one does good,
      not even one.”
   “Their throat is an open grave;
      they use their tongues to deceive.”
   “The venom of asps is under their lips.”
     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”
   “Their feet are swift to shed blood;
      in their paths are ruin and misery,
   and the way of peace they have not known.”
     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:9-18)

And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”
(Luke 18:18-19)

Second, those that do find favor with God, are made righteous by him through his 
grace, not by some special intelligence or moral ethic since none of us have a perfectly 
moral ethic and if we did, we still couldnʼt follow it perfectly (Iʼm assuming the reader 
doesnʼt think theyʼre sinless). Think about it a moment. Few of us can even balance a 
check book regularly or keep up to date with our daily to-do lists week by week, let 
alone do justice and mercy in the proper balance. Favor and grace are gifts, they are 



not something God owes us. How can the created ever demand payment from God? 
How can a God who owns everything be made to be in debt? Throughout the old 
Hebrew and new Christian scriptures, the need for Godʼs grace to cover our iniquity is a 
repeating theme. 

“Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have 
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and 
have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.”
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.” 
(2 Samuel 12:9,13)

We all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. (Ephesians 2:3b-9)

You see, the Bible says that Jesus came not to make bad people good, but he came to 
make dead people live. And if God owns everything, having created it all, then he also 
owns salvation. He can give it to whomever heʼd like and deny it from whomever heʼd 
like (“And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy.” Exodus 33:19). Thankfully, God is good and not fickle or prone to 
change on a whim, so heʼs as good as his promises, but grace is still, by definition, 
undeserved. God is love (as so many people like to point out), but heʼs also a just and 
jealous God, as an honorable incorruptible judge and a good husband are. So heʼs 
made a way for us to receive grace instead of punishment by spending his wrath on 
Jesus (himself in the flesh) so that there would be a just punishment of the sins yet a 
demand that we turn to him for that grace. Forgiveness isnʼt merely forgetting. Itʼs taking 
the burden of the damages and consequences upon yourself (like when you forgive 
your cousin for breaking your motorcycle helmet, itʼs still broken and you have to pay for 
a new one---but weʼve done far worse than breaking helmets).* So who can blame God 
if he made only one amazing-grace way to get to heaven? If it were 1,000 ways, we 
wouldʼve wanted one more. Who is better than God that he can make a demand of how 
he thinks things should have been done? You can prove the Bible right by raging 
against him or making up your own ideas about God, or you can prove the Bible right by 



trusting in him and living in his ways. Either way, heʼs going to win and get all the glory. 
If you havenʼt already, since you have heard about Jesus, run to him now and fall on 
your knees in humble repentance.

Those who pay regard to vain idols
forsake their hope of steadfast love.
But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to you;
what I have vowed I will pay.
Salvation belongs to the Lord! 
(Jonah 2:8-9)

*Perhaps the question remains, “Why is my sin so bad that Jesus had to die to pay for it?” That is beyond the scope 
of this reply, but it is a great question for a future column. More on sin later in this column.

Can Jesus speak for himself?

The Bible makes it clear that God has made himself known in general ways to 
everybody through what has been created and because we were created in the image 
of God, so we have concepts that the dog-eat-dog animal kingdom just doesn't such as 
a refined sense of reason, heroic self-sacrifice, morals, and human rights. Paul states it 
clearest in his letter to the Romans.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. (Romans 1:18-20) 

So if this is true we should expect to see belief in God in some people in areas of the 
world that had yet to hear about Jesus. We'll take a look at that in a bit. But first, letʼs go 
back to the beginning of the church.

Christianity didnʼt start through an ambitious group wishing to advance their own 
causes. The churchʼs rampant growth is said to come out from Jesusʼ resurrection 
appearances among believers and even some non-believers, skeptics, and enemies of 
Jesus. Therefore, the first “saved” people of that time (Jesusʼ sacrifice is for all time) 
were saved through Jesusʼ own “mission” work. It can be said that the same thing is still 



happening (now through the Holy Spirit). People are saved by the grace of the King of 
Kings and not by his ambassadorsʼ words, and so the seeker will find that he was first 
sought. There is a reason why people have coined the expression "the hound of 
heaven". Some converts have even been quite unwilling, but the truth was too 
compelling!

We could look to the Bible to see God working among people directly to call them to 
himself. One of the several examples from Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament is 
the conversion of Saul, the zealous persecutor of Christians in the first century, not long 
after Jesusʼ crucifixion. He saw the resurrected Jesus appear to him in blinding glory, 
and those with him heard his voice too. Saulʼs name was soon changed to Paul (the 
apostle to the non-Jews), and he became a fearless, outspoken debater of the truths of 
God and the resurrection of Jesus. God can even turn those who are dead set against 
him into friends saved by grace. 

OK, so itʼs easy to see hypothetically that a “Mighty God” could speak for himself, but 
can we see that outside of the Bible? Emphatically, yes. Stories are coming out of the 
Middle East of muslims being converted by dreams of Jesus appearing to them. Among 
many many other stories throughout church history and studies in anthropology, there is  
one of a whole tribe of people in the midst of Burmese Buddhist and shamanistic 
cultures who were worshiping “the Supreme God” named Yʼwa who “wrote a book” that 
had since been lost to them. They were waiting for a “white brother” to come on a ship 
with “white wings” from the west and give them Yʼwaʼs book again. Hereʼs an excerpt of 
Don Richardsonʼs book Eternity in their Hearts describing the conversion of the Karen 
tribe (pronounced Kah-REN) in Burma in the late 18th century.

     Cheerful Karen voices now charmed his ears. Every man, woman, and child around him 
glowed with radiant welcome. How refreshingly different, he thought, from the usual aloofness 
of Burmese crowds to foreigners.  A Karen man who could speak Burmese explained something 
to the guide. “This is most interesting,” the guide said. “These tribesmen think you may be a 
certain ‘white brother’ whom they as a people have been expecting from time immemorial!” 
     “How curious,” replied the foreign diplomat. “Ask them what this ‘white brother’ is supposed 
to do when he arrives.”  
     “He’s supposed to bring them a book,” the guide said, “A book just like one their forefathers 
lost long ago. They are asking with bated breath--- ‘Hasn’t he brought it?’” 
     “Ho! Ho!” the English man guffawed. “And who, pray tell, is the author of whose book has 
power to charm illiterate folk like these?” 
     [The guide explained,] “They say the author is Y’wa---The Supreme God.”



It goes on to explain in more and more amazing detail that a missionary answered their 
prophecy (more or less accidentally) about the white brother and the Karen immediately 
recognized the God of the Bible as their Yʼwa from the hymns which they had already 
been singing for as long as their oral tradition could remember. Dozens of stories also 
from their oral tradition were strikingly similar to things they found in the Bible, including 
a detailed, only slightly different account of the "fruit of trial" in the "garden" and a 
deceiver of the first two people who ate what they ought not to have. Theyʼd just not yet 
heard about Moses or Jesus (so itʼs not probable that Jewish or Christian people had 
taught them in the past), but there was certainly an act of God toward the Karen in 
being faithful to fulfill his promises to them through their own folk prophets. 

The amazing conversion of the Karen by the tens of thousands sparked other revivals in 
a handful of tribes who, unknown to the Karen, were also waiting for a foretold lost book 
and also had held onto their folk religion instead of shamanism or Buddhism (though for 
centuries the Burmese Buddhists had tried to convert them all). 

The Santal of India are a tribe who held beliefs about “The Genuine God” longer than 
theyʼd held to their pagan demon worship. A Norwegian missionary learned of this 
through his close interaction with them, and they practically begged him to explain about 
this Son of God who sets people free from their bonds of sin because they had been 
held in bondage to evil spirits. Imagine the shock on both the Santal Elderʼs and the 
missionaryʼs faces when they realized they both knew about the same God! God 
certainly makes himself known to those who reach out and seek him.

Many missionaries have amazing stories about how God had already gone ahead and 
prepared the people that they were going to evangelize. Imagine a god who could not 
speak for himself? Not much of a god is he? Also, it may be hard to take at first but, if 
perhaps the God of all Creation refuses to speak to some but chooses to speak to 
others, whatʼs that to you? Is it not also that many moralistic people “suppress the truth” 
and refuse to seek God? Even as some appear to seek God, often they love 
themselves more than God for they make up things about him (including painting him 
out of the picture) to match their wish fulfillment. This is called idolatry (worship of false 
gods) and this phenomenaʼs distortions are clearly seen in every religion not exclusively  
as a Jewish or Christian problem (e.g. Buddha had expressly said not to worship him). 
God is trustworthy to save, but he saves those he chooses for his own reasons, for to 
save anyone is an act of grace to begin with. You may say it is rare for God to speak for 
himself and that seems true, though rare also is the human who is humble and seeking 



him; however, he has always found it pleasing to speak through his ambassadors, and if 
we are too apathetic or stubborn to listen to them, what hope do we have? If we are 
truly concerned about the plight of those who havenʼt heard about Jesus yet, then 
wouldnʼt that suggest to us that we had better participate in actually doing something to 
fix that problem?

Jesus has said through a parable, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 
them.” And when the response came, “No, but if someone goes to them from the dead, 
they will believe and repent.” He replied, “If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” (Luke 16:29-31) 
Jesus basically said, “Those who love the Father will recognize my voice and listen to 
me, and those who donʼt wonʼt.”* (Even the Father spoke on his behalf, “...a voice came 
out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” Luke 9:35)

*Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of 
my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? . . . Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not 
hear them is that you are not of God.” (John 8:42-47)

Does God Play Fair?

What it really comes down to is: Can we trust God to do the right thing? Can we trust 
him to look out for us or is he going to let us down when we need him most or even lead 
us into a trap? Does he even care about justice as much as you do? Some of the 
historical characters of the Bible felt the same way. When God in his wrath threatened 
to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah due to all of their extreme, God-hating sins, Abraham 
asked God, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” Abraham wanted to make sure 
God wasnʼt just lumping the whole city in one barrel and destroying the good along with 
the bad. God assured him that he wouldnʼt destroy the death deserving cities even if a 
mere ten righteous people lived there, revealing a precedent that another personʼs 
righteousness could actually stand in for other peopleʼs unrighteousness, saving them. 
As stated earlier, only one person in history was perfectly righteous. . . .



God Really Really Cares About Justice.

Merely doing a word search for “justice”, I was deluged with verses on both justice and 
injustice. Let it not be said that this is a topic that the Lord cares nothing about! Iʼll let 
him and his prophets speak for him on this point. I couldnʼt do it justice by commenting 
on it myself. These are just a few of the verses I found in the Hebrew Scriptures alone.

God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? 
(Numbers 23:19)
He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him 
food and clothing. (Deut 10:18)
The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and 
without iniquity, just and upright is he. (Deut 32:4)
Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert justice. (Job 34:12)
He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
(Psalm 33:5)
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and 
faithfulness go before you. (Psalm 89:14)
It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice. 
(Proverbs 18:5)
To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
(Proverbs 21:3)
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6-7)



Therefore [because of Israelʼs vulgar idolatry] the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and 
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; 
blessed are all those who wait for him. For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; 
you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As 
soon as he hears it, he answers you. And though the Lord give you the bread of 
adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but 
your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, 
“This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 
(Isaiah 30:18-21)
Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey [of the people 
approving evil]. The Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. 
(Isaiah 59:15)
For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. (Isaiah 61:8)
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man 
boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast 
in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast 
love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the 
Lord.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24)
“Yet you say, ʻThe way of the Lord is not just.ʼ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?” (Ezekiel 18:25)
Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the 
God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. [who had been immersed in 
sin] (Amos 5:15)

What if . . .

Even if what Iʼm about to say were just possible, there might be yet another option God 
has thought of that we havenʼt. Iʼm suggesting that it would seem that if God knows all 
and he set people in the times and countries that they are in and drew the borders of 
those places, so-to-speak (Acts 17:24-31, below), then he could plausibly have set all of 
the chosen (those to receive his undeserved grace and mercy) in the places that will 
receive missionaries at just the right time. The question of whether thereʼs people left 
out unfairly assumes God to be more human-like than godlike, assuming he doesnʼt 
know it all, or isnʼt just, or isnʼt wise, or has no power to act, or refuses to. Itʼs actually a 
very negative view of God and not resembling the God of the Bible at all.



“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they 
should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet 
he is actually not far from each one of us, for
ʻIn him we live and move and have our beingʼ;
as even some of your own poets have said,
ʻFor we are indeed his offspring.ʼ
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” (Paul to the Athenian Philosophers, Acts 17:24-31)

It might then be better for us who are rightly concerned for people in areas where the 
gospel isnʼt preached to go and preach it, right? Since God has already made clear that 
he does want us to act as his ambassadors. Instead of complaining that God is not just, 
we should do the will of God, and if we did, we might see that he is just.

Dr. John Piper says in Let the Nations be Glad, “The biblical assumption of the justice of 
hell is the clearest testimony to the infiniteness of the sin of failing to glorify God. . . . 
Therefore, the weight of infinite guilt rests on every human head because of our failure 
to delight in God more than we delight in our own self-sufficiency.”

Death for the offenders. Life for the subjects of Godʼs grace.

When we sin, we are actually showing our true colors. Weʼre showing that our heart is 
turned completely away from God and the good life heʼd rather have for us (like a 
rebellious child who disowns his father). Weʼre showing how we despise him and his 
words and what can be learned about him through observing creation. Our sin reveals 
that we have turned to love other things more than God, even though that direction will 
destroy us. We may honor him with our lips all the while, but our hearts reveal us by our 
actions and how we treat God and people in our thoughts of him.



God said to David through Nathan the prophet: “Why have you despised the word of the 
Lord, to do what is evil in his sight?” (2 Samuel 12:9)
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will punish all those who are 
circumcised merely in the flesh [act spiritually clean through actions only]—Egypt, 
Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in the desert who cut the 
corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel 
are uncircumcised in heart.” (Jeremiah 9:25-26)

And again his just fairness shines through in passages like the excerpt of Ezekiel 18 
below where he holds everyone responsible for their own sin. When God speaks of 
death, he doesnʼt necessarily mean only physical death, but also includes the eternal 
punishment of hell which Daniel prophesied as “everlasting contempt” (Dan 12:2) and 
Jesus called “the second death” and “hell.” (Revelation 2:11)

The word of the Lord came to me [Ezekiel]: “What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ʻThe fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edgeʼ? As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well 
as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.” 

(If all souls are Godʼs, and he holds us all responsible for ignoring him, we ought to pay 
careful attention to the way our Creator and Master would like us to live. You may think 
you were born into a good family and so you can get into Godʼs good graces through 
what your father did or you might feel cursed because of what your parents did, as it is 
often said “like father, like son”. However, you donʼt have to (or get to) share the same 
fate as your parents.)

“Yet you say, ʻWhy shouldnʼt the son suffer for the iniquity of the father?ʼ When the son 
has done what is just and right, and has been careful to observe all my statutes, he 
shall surely live. The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of 
the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
himself.” 

(And it continues with examples with interesting results. A sinful life ends in death, but 
God doesnʼt just leave it there, he gives us hope that the only right “karma” is a heart 
that falls at his feet in repentance.)



“But if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all 
my statutes and does what is just and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of 
the transgressions that he has committed shall be remembered against him; for the 
righteousness that he has done he shall live. Have I any pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, declares the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn from his way and 
live? But when a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice 
and does the same abominations that the wicked person does, shall he live? None of 
the righteous deeds that he has done shall be remembered; for the treachery of which 
he is guilty and the sin he has committed, for them he shall die. “Yet you say, ʻThe way 
of the Lord is not just.ʼ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just?” (Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-25) 

(If we think we are more moral than God how dark and arrogant must be our hearts! 
The only remedy isnʼt to try to outdo our evil with good works, it is to stop the evil 
altogether by repenting and following God.)

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares 
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.” (v30-32)
(Then how do we “make ourselves a new heart and spirit”?)
Who can say,
“I have made my heart pure;
  I am clean from my sin”? (Proverbs 20:9)
 
(We canʼt make for ourselves a new heart or spirit, but God will.)
The hearing ear and the seeing eye,
       The LORD has made them both. (Proverbs 20:12)
“I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” 
(God, Ezekiel 36:26-27)



Conclusion

So the answer to the question is there is no question, at least in regards to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ as revealed in the Bible. The question assumes many things (That God 
canʼt speak for himself, that he hasnʼt given enough evidence for his existence, that 
people are generally good and seek God, and that God is not trustworthy) which the 
gospel not only contradicts but deals with sufficiently. God has given us not only the 
Bible but also shows his ways in all of Creation so that man can be held responsible to 
them. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Romans 1:21-23) This from the apostle Paul, a former Jesus-hater 
who now believes Jesus is the Creator in the flesh. 

Take this Old Testament prophet regarding what God requires of us in our response to 
his kindness. By its three-part simplicity, perhaps we can see where we fall terribly 
short. 

He has shown you, O man, what is good; 
   and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love mercy, 
   and to walk humbly with your God? 
(Micah 6:8)

Even remote cultures have admitted these virtues. Todayʼs cultures will likely be judged 
by those pagans since we fail to even pick up on the intensity of the third part. Many 
could be said to desire justice and love, mercy or kindness, but how many of us walk 
humbly with God? How many of us want answers that just sound good to us? How 
many of us really give a lot of time to thinking it out to see if it makes sense? Iʼve 
learned the hard way that I was shamefully caught up in my cultureʼs spiritual apathy 
and relativism. I cannot at all say that Iʼve been a wonderful example of an unbiased 
seeker, but the Spirit has overlooked my biases and pride and shown me what I didnʼt 
know I was longing for. All Iʼm asking is that we teach our hearts to be teachable. Iʼm 
certain that if you do, and if you read the Bible in the manner of a truth seeker (humble 
and tenacious), you will find that the wisdom, philosophy, and themes there are all very 
fitting with how reality really works. Not only that, but God will meet you where you are if 
you reach out to him. The seekers are sought by the hound of heaven. Keep seeking, 
asking, and knocking.


